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who we are
Solving problems 
through policy change.
New Futures works to improve the 

health and well-being of all Granite 

Staters through public policy 

change and civic empowerment. 



what we support
Early 

Childhood

Children’s 
Behavioral 

Health
Health

Public 
Health

Alcohol and 
Other Drugs

Substance 
Use 

Disorder

Healthy 
Aging

Our policy priority areas span all stages of life. 

Strengthening families, 

mitigating adverse 

childhood experiences.

Supporting a 

comprehensive system 

of care.

Ensuring access to 

quality affordable health 

care.

Addressing stigma and 

discrimination in care 

for those struggling with 

addiction.

Protecting New 

Hampshire's public 

health system.

Preventing substance 

use through community 

education and 

regulatory strategies.

Ensuring older adults 

have access to 

services and the ability 

to choose where and 

how they age. 



The greatest mortality from drugs comes from legal 
drugs. The moment you make a drug legal, you’re going 
to increase the number of people who get exposed to it, 
and therefore you increase the negative consequences 
from its use. When you legalize, you create an industry 
whose purpose is to make money selling those drugs. 
And how do you sell it? Mostly by enticing people to 
take them and entice them to take high quantities.”

Dr. Nora Volkow, director at the National Institute on 
Drug Abuse, Boston Globe, May 3, 2018



BIG MONEY $$$$



RESEARCH REPORT
Frequency of adolescent cannabis smoking 
and vaping in the United States: Trends, 
disparities and concurrent substance use, 
2017–19

STUDY SUGGESTS WHAT MAKES MARIJUANA 
EDIBLES MOST ATTRACTIVE TO YOUNG KIDS

Where did NH’s 
funding for 
addiction 
treatment and 
recovery go?

NAACP-NJ to 
Murphy: Give Us a 
Seat on Cannabis 
Commission or 
Face Lawsuit





Looking through  the Public 
Health Lens

•Lessons learned from other states that 
have commercialized

•Past playbooks from tobacco and alcohol 
industries that have taken advantage of 
vulnerable populations for profit. 

•NH data on youth and young adult 
substance misuse 

•Equity policies to avoid harm to 
communities affected by the war on drugs

Title
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Title
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2026 (retained from 25 session)

• HB 186, relative to legalization 
and regulation of cannabis

• House: Passed 208-135

• Senate: HHS committee 
recommend Inexpedient to 
Legislate. 

• Full Senate votes 3/5/26



2026 
SB 651, Relative to 

legalization and regulation of 

cannabis

• Senate- Laid on Table

(likely done for the session). 



Strategies
Targeting
Our Youth

Deceptive Marketing: Packaging 
addictive products as candy, school 
supplies, or video games.

Definitional Loopholes: Using technical 
terminology (like “hemp-derived” vs 
“cannabis”) to evade age restrictions

Unregulated Products: Introducing new 
substances (kratom, nitrous oxide) with no 
youth protections.

Regulatory Gaps: Selling to minors before 
enforcement systems can catch up.





2026 Bills
To Follow

SB 624 – restricting access to certain 
hemp-derived products

Prohibits the sale of any hemp-derived THC 
products to anyone under 21 and 
strengthens penalties for licensed 
establishments that continue to sell these 
products.

Senate Judiciary public hearing - February 10th, 1:30pm.

SB 461 – relative to the definition of hemp

Requires measuring total THC concentration, 
including all forms that become psychoactive, 
just like we measure total alcohol content in 
beverages. 

Senate Judiciary recommended the bill OTP 5-0. Now, the bill has 

been filed for addition to the consent calendar. 



2026 Bills
To Follow

SB 557 – prohibiting sale of kratom products 
to anyone under 21 and providing for the 
regulation of the sale of kratom

Establishes a 21+ age requirement, 
prohibits child-targeted packaging, 
requires warning labels, mandates 
licensing, and bans synthetic versions.

Senate Judiciary public hearing - February 10, 1:50 pm.

HB 1630 – prohibiting the sale of nitrous oxide and 
certain inhalants for recreational purposes

Explicitly prohibits flavored products marketed to 
youth, while protecting legitimate uses (medical, 
food service, automotive). 

House Commerce and Consumer public hearing - February 11, 2:15 pm



2026 Bills
To Follow

HB 1538 – preventing vape products from 
being marketed towards minors

Vaping companies disguise nicotine 
products as highlighters, USB drives, 
smartwatches, and candy to hide use from 
parents and teachers.

HB 1538 prohibits marketing vapes that 
imitate non-vape products, using 
child-appealing characters, or including 
video game features. 

House Commerce and Consumer Affairs public hearing - 

February 11, 2:00pm.



2026 Bills
To Follow

HB 1191 - relative to parental notice for 
non-academic surveys in public schools.

The Youth Risk Behavior Survey is one of the most important 

tools New Hampshire has for understanding the challenges 

young people face, from substance use and mental health 

struggles to bullying and physical safety. School districts, 

public health professionals, and policymakers rely on this 

data to direct resources where kids need them most. 

House Bill 1191 would effectively gut participation in the 

survey by switching from an opt-out to an opt-in consent 

model. Research consistently shows that opt-in 

requirements dramatically reduce response rates, which 

would make the data unreliable and leave communities 

flying blind when it comes to youth health trends.   

The House Education Policy and Administration Committee public hearing is 

on Monday, February 9 at 1 pm at Granite Place in Room 232. 

https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1915&inflect=2


is here to support you in your 
advocacy!



sign  up for action 
alerts 


